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Babies Are Good Langusge Learners
10 o knov what babies wan. They ca't alk, walk, or ven poin  what they
wat. et newborns begin to develop language sils long before they begin speaking, And,
compased it odults hey develo these skl qickly. People have & ardtme laring new
languages asthy grow older, but nfats have the iy o leam any language casily.

Most abies g0 “g00 goo” and “ma ma” by the time they are ix months od. And most
chikdren spea in full sentences by the sge of thre, For decades, cintss have wondered
How the brains of young chidren igure out how to commnicate by using language. With
el from new technologies and escarch sitegies, cienistsnow find that babis begn e
it the sy o e sny anguage

They come into contact it other peope lsen to what thy say and waich hei
movementsveryclosey. That s why they quickly maser the anguages hey heas most often.

Studicsshow he,up to sbout ix monhs, babis can rcogaize all he sounds hia make
up althe Ianguages i the world, Thre are sbout 6000 sounds that ae spoken i lnguages
il over the workd, bt ot every anguage uses evry sound.Forexampl, Engish uss cight
vowel(7:7%) sounds, and Jopanese uss jutfive. Statng at around six months o, baby's
brain focuses on the most common sounds it hears. Then chikden begin esponding orly 1o

the sounds of the language they hear the most.

In a similar way, older babics start recognizing the patterns that make up the rules of
their native language. In English, for example, when children are about eighieen months old,
in “-ing” or “-ed" are usualy verbs, and that verbs

they surt to figure out tht words ending

are acton words.

1 Babies begin to develop language sklls as they begin {0 speak.

ATrue B.False €. NotGiven
2. Infants go through a hard time when starting (0 leam a anguage.
ATrue B.False C. NotGiven
3. Most children spesk in fullsentences before they are three.
ATe B.False . NotGiven
4. Scientists are curious about hov young children deal with fgures.
ATe B.False . Not Given
5. Scientists have found that the ability 1o learn 2 language comes with birth.
ATre B.False €. NotGiven
6. Children can leam severallanguages at the same ime.
ATre B.False € NotGiven
7. Babies can recognize about 6,000 sounds at around six months old.
ATre B.False C.NotGiven
8. There are more vowels in English than in Chines.
ATre B.False €. NotGiven
9. Six-month-old babies begin respondin o all the sounds they hear.
ATre B.False . NotGiven
10. Babies can recognize grammatical rules in English at about 18 months old.
ATre B.False €. NotGiven
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My Life in an African Village

¥ grew up i villge in Africa. Growing up was not a hard experience for me. My
riends and I layed with foys we made, buittaps o catch small animals and hunied rabbis.
Atnight we told stories and sang folk songs. | helped with the farm work. Snce | didn't have
any sstrs unil aer, [ had 10 do some of the chores (1) usully done by girs.

‘When | fnished primary shool, people in my vllage were living in poverty. They could
ot find markes for pam ol (H5HE38), which was the main source of income. My father had
one into debt and could notafford o give me  high school education. But his was ot too
serious. I those days, it was rareforboys from my vilage 10 80 o high schaol.

1 became a primary sehoal teache in another vilage when 1 was 16, 1 met many new
people through teaching. But for the first time 1 was alone—without my family and the
Villagers | had aways known.

After 1 had taught n the primary school fo ive years, | was admitted 1o a college. When
Igraduated, 1 faced reat respasbilifics. My family expected me to use my education wiscly.
My home village saw me as special because of my education. The villagers expected me 1o
Jead them because they had a great desire 1o “get up". Our pecple used this expression to
mean tha they wanted 0 become part of the modern world. Could 1 help the fown get up?
This was the quesion I aced when | inished collge.

11 The writer's childhood experience was not hard because he
A had sisters to help him. B. had many friends to play with
C.didn't need to do farm work D. was a member o asinging group

12. The villager suffered rom poverty because.

A-they had to pay for the children’s education
B it was diffcult for them 10 sel thir palm ofl
. the price of pam ofl was 100 low

D.many boys let the village

13. When he was & primary schoo teacher, the writer
A got 0 know a ot of people B. lived with his amily
. self.Jeamed high school courses . paid off hisfuther’s debt

14, Villagers had great expectations of the writer because he

A.was a very responsible person B. had taught inprimary school
C. had received higher education . was a erson with great desire

1S. The expression “get up” (Line 4, Para. 4) i closest in meaning to * -
A lead the modem world B. express their expectations
C.setup new colleges . improve living standards
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How to Decid If Your Friend Is a Truc Friend
© A true riend should make you fel needed, confident and beter bout being alive. He
Will never put you down or make you feel worthies. He will aways give you a kind word
when you need t. I fend makes commens that encourage you. you will know that h is &
e fiend

@ 15 your frend i a true frend, then he should listen to what you have 1 say. n a true
rendship, both peope should be sharing e thoughts and getin feedback. A tre fend
may alk sbout hisown problems. But when you ae tlking aboutyours, e will not be bored
or disacted.

® Communicaton i key i any relatonship, especially @ friendship. You and your fiend
should be open o ach other about your thoughts and fclings. T his way, you two maintain
alevel of honest and open disogae.

© Everyone loves some gossip (W KCllfi) occasionally. But if your frend is lways
sossping about someone, then chance are your “Fiend” will do the same a5 soon as your
back s tumed.

© A tre iend will make time for you no matter what Though Ife is busy and i’ hard to
have enough ime 0 sleep and ea, et alon socialce (332, a rue fiend will lways make
time fo you, especiallyif you need it

Task1 N I

A A true friend supports you
16. Paagraph ©. | B. A true friend listens t0 you.

17. Parsgreph @ C. A true friend keeps his word.

i " © D. A true friend makes time for you.
i & ot
o " F. A true friend doesn't gossip 100 much.
-

21. A true fiend should say good words 0
22, When you are taking, a false friend may

23, True friends should communicate with each other _
24, A e friend will not gossip about you _

25, With such a busy life, we seldom have cnough time to

A encourage you
B ina frank way.

. feel uninterested

. behind your back

E. without fecdback

F. socialize with others
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Tips for Travelling with Kids in Europe

When parnts tell me they're going to Europe and ask me where 10 take thei Kid, |
Would answer, “To Grandma’son your way o the airpot.”

s asy 10 make the case against aking the kids along. A European vacaton with ids is
‘much more about playgrounds and 2005 than about museams and churches. 26 _ Out of
iedness,you may choose costly conveniences ke taxis and the st esturant you find with
akid-riendly menu.

1 o can affod t, however, raveling with your children can b great family fun. With
Kids, you'll live more like a European and Ies like a tourst, Your chikdren become your
ambassadors (<), opening doors 0 new expercnces and relationships. 27 _

European families,like American familcs, enjoy ravellng. So you'll find kids” meous
and hotl playroomsa reeway ret sops al over Europe. 28 Sometimes they may even
be allowed 0 g0 10 the frontof the lne st museums.

It helps 0 gt your kids excied about whatthey Il be sceing in Europe Beforeyour i,
encourage your ids 1o leam about the places and people tey'l b visdng. 29 Your
hometown libary can b a gret resoure for uch books and moves

The key 0 a successful European family vacation is 1o slow down and 1o lower
expectations. Visit one o two key sightscach day, and mix i 2 healthy amount of pure fu.
30 17 done right, you'll ake home happy memeries o shar for a ifeime.

A Travelling with Kid s aso expensive.
B. Take extended breaks when necded.
. Your child will be your tcket o counties conversaions.
. You may give them books or moviesset i the lace you're going.
| . Geta copy of the 10 Minutes a Day” for yourcounty'sanguge.
| . Parens with a baby will generally be offred  seat o crowded buses
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Cell Phone Messages and Slcp Quality

Everyone loves 10 get 8 “goodnight” txt. Howeve, sending 100 many messages before
31 may affect your lecp qualt.

Ina recent 32 _, 83 collge student responded fo an) _33_ survey sbout their
Seep quality. They were asked to reportthe _ 34 number o text messagesthey send and
35 on any gven cay. Swe 36 _,rescarchers found that the more people text, he less
sleep they get. Why? Peopi ofen sicep oo _37_ o thei phones. Th ringing o buzzing
(CHS) of ate-night messages might __38_ them out of hei seep. Worse s, pople
may fecl pressured 1o respond _39_ to messages even if they come in the middie of the
night

1 you do not want o __40_ your secp, um your phone off. I you don' give your
phone et you won't get any,cther

E. bediime
F. average
G receive
I close
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Polar Bears

Pola bears are classiied (casify) as marine mammals (FFLEN). They spend
most of their_S1_ (1) on the seaice of the Areic Ocean. They have a ot of by ft
42 (prevent) them from the cold sir and water, Considered __43_ (skil)
swimmers, they can swim six miles per hour. Polar bears spend over S0% of their time
44 (unt) for food,but ess than 29 of ther s are _45__ (sucees). Bcause they
need & large emount of fat o surviv, their et _46_ (maia) consists of seals. The ot
polar bear popultion s _47_ (divide) ito 19 units. OF those, the 48 (ate) data
from scentfc rescarch show that there s @ High risk of fure decrease. Because of
continuing loss of therseaice abiat (FLEL4) _49_ (resut)from climate changs, poar
bears were lised a5 a threaencd animal, Thereore, the _S0_ (protect) of polr bears’
habitat necds o be dealtwith a5 soon as possibe.
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